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English 413: Critical Questions in Language and Composition 
Class Meetings Tu/Th, 12:40 PM - 2:30 PM, 108 Berkey
Professor Mary Juzwik




Office: 308 Erickson

Telephone: 517.432.4840

Skype: mary.juzwik 
Email: mmjuzwik@msu.edu (Please use ENG 413 in subject line)

ANGEL site: https://angel.msu.edu 
Office Hours: By Appointment

Course Description and Goals
English 413 is designed to facilitate our growth as writers, our understanding of writing, and our development as teachers of writing. Therefore, this course operates on multiple levels. First, we interrogate writing itself, asking: What is writing? What is the relationship between writing and reading? Next we interrogate ourselves as writers, asking such questions as: For what purposes and using what processes do we write? What does writing mean to us? What attitudes and assumptions do we hold about writing? Third, we examine writing as rhetoric, asking: What are various purposes and audiences of writing? How does writing work persuasively? How can scholarly tools and approaches deepen our understanding of writing? Finally, we focus on the teaching of writing, asking: How can we facilitate our students’ development as writers? How can we design classroom environments that stimulate writing? How can we create and assess writing tasks? As we explore these questions, we will wear three different “hats” throughout the course: as writers, as students of writing, and as teachers of writing. Cross-cutting these three themes will be exploration of diverse genres, modes, and technologies of writing. Within this framework, then, we will pursue four major goals in the course:

· To deepen our understanding of the nature of writing and its relation to other forms of rhetorical action, including reading.

· To develop a deeper understanding of ourselves and our working processes as writers  

· To understand and practice various aspects of, and approaches to, the study and production of written texts, including 
· familiarizing ourselves with various genres, modes, and technologies of writing and
· learning relevant contemporary research and scholarship in rhetoric and composition.

· To appropriate knowledge and understanding of (1), (2), and (3) above in conceptualizing, creating, and critiquing teaching practices to support secondary students’ writing development. 
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ENG 413 is primarily concerned with “doing writing” but it also focuses on learning about and teaching writing. As such, it complements the work you’ll be doing in TE 408 but does not duplicate it.  Both courses focus on writing and writing pedagogy through a set of shared values on writing: a) that effective teachers of writing are writers themselves; b) that writing development and its use are socially constructed processes; and c) that multimodal forms of composing are becoming increasingly important in global, democratic culture. TE 408 focuses on the construction of larger conceptual unit plans, the alignment of English curriculum with standards, planning for writing instruction, and teachers’ multiple roles and their professional, intellectual, sociopolitical, and communal responsibilities.  

ENG 413, on the other hand, focuses on writing in a variety of genres and deals with curricular issues at the local level during the process of writing such as responding to student writing, creating writing assignments, developing revision strategies, using peer review as a pedagogical technique, developing rubrics, encouraging student engagement in the writing process, exploring the creative interplay of technology and writing, and evaluating and assessing writing.  In addition, this course will introduce you to the discipline of rhetoric and writing as a means to provide further context for your own writing and writing pedagogy.
Course Organization
The course is organized into four units of study.  Dates and deadlines may need to be adjusted as we proceed. I will furnish detailed schedules at the beginning of each unit.
Unit 1: Exploring Reading and Writing (Jan. 11-27)
This module engages us in thinking about the relationship between reading and writing through reading and discussing Zusak’s The Book Thief and writing an essay in response to the novel. We will read about the nature of writing and explore the relationship between writing and reading. We will document our processes and practices as writers, particularly our concrete experiences of writing in response to literature, and our assumptions about the relationship between writing and reading more generally. Focal genres of this unit include essays and fictional narratives.


Unit 2: Becoming Writers (Feb. 1-24)
This unit focuses on examining ourselves as writers, particularly our writing processes, our experiences of writing, and our assumptions about writing. We will study various aspects of “the writing process.” Focal genres of this unit include the personal narrative and the notebook/journal/diary. We will engage in in-class and out-of-class writing activities, discuss our writing and writing processes, read a range of personal narratives including Anne Lamott’s Bird by Bird, read about other writers’ writing processes and advice for writers (including chapters from Within and Beyond the Writing Process), explore digital storytelling as a form of rhetorical action, and form and participate in workshop groups.  We will also respond to literacy narratives written by our partner tier 1 course.
Unit 3: Becoming Students of Writing (March 1-31)
In this unit, we will explore rhetoric and other relevant theories for understanding writing and the teaching of writing. Focal genres of this unit will include exposition and argumentation, including “the research paper” (which we will treat as a type of argument). We will explore digital texts and processes such as internet (re)searching and video. We will read, analyze, and discuss various expository and argumentative texts (e.g., documentaries, advertisements, essays). We will also study rhetorical theory and writing research, including chapters from Within and Beyond the Writing Processs and Erika Lindemann’s A Rhetoric for Writing Teachers, and other chapters, articles, and on-line resources. We will write several exercises, in addition to writing a research argument.
Unit 4: Becoming Teachers of Writing (April 4-May 5)
The final unit focuses more directly on the teaching of writing by examining how to create assignments and how to teach students to “read” assignments. In addition, we will discuss assessing, grading, and responding to student writing – practices we will develop throughout the course in collaboration with a first year writing course. Our focus in this unit will turn to a new set of genres in which teachers engage as part of their profession: writing prompts, instructional designs, and philosophy statements. In addition to consulting chapters from Within and Beyond the Writing Process and other pieces on the teaching of writing, we will complete several writing exercises and we will develop digital portfolios.
Course Assessments and Policies  
Participation

Communication Guidelines. Please read the “Communication Guidelines for English 413” document carefully. It outlines my expectations for participation in discussions. It also provides guidelines about using email, ANGEL, and other forms of communication for the course. 
This course will become what we as a group and as individuals make it. Please contact me with any ideas you have for improving our collective experience and for better supporting you in meeting your own goals for the course. The Watering Hole discussion forum on ANGEL is a place to post questions or suggestions you have for me or for the class as a whole.  This is also a good place to share writing-related resources or opportunities you discover with the larger group.
Attendance. I respect our course meetings as valuable time: it depends on us being present and prepared to support and challenge each other as a collective. I will respect your time by beginning and ending class on time. Because English 413 is organized as a workshop, being prepared will mean bringing your laptop computer for every class meeting. I ask you to respect our time together by remembering to turn off cell phones and 
other electronic devices and platforms (e.g., messaging, 
facebook, email) that take you away from being fully 
“present” during class. Please do not text during class; 
I promise not to text either. Choosing to do so will result in you being asked to leave and will be counted as an absence. More than three absences from this course will result in a failing grade. Please notify me in advance if you need to miss class and keep me informed in an emergency or in the case of an ongoing health condition. Arriving more than ten minutes late, leaving more than ten minutes early, or leaving by instructor request will be considered an absence.  
Paper Revision Policy. To write is to revise. If you are dissatisfied with a grade received on any core assignment for the course, or if you simply want to push the piece further in response to feedback, you may always revise your writing in response to my feedback or to feedback from others. The revision due date is ten days from the date you receive instructor feedback and a grade. With all revisions, you must submit a detailed cover letter to the instructor indicating a) why you chose to revise the piece and b) how you addressed specific issues or writing challenges in your revision.  

Late Policy. I do not accept late work without an approved request for an extension prior to the due date. Because of my Paper Revision policy (see above), I will only grant extensions if there are extenuating life circumstances. You should, therefore, work ahead of the deadlines for this course.
Assessments (Please Note: Due Dates are tentative and may be changed)
· Participation, Exploratory Writing, and Exercises (25% of final grade) This encompasses everyday course activities, including discussion, responses to colleagues’ writing, and various forms of exploratory and informal writing.
· Literary Response Essay + Writing Log (10% of final grade) 

In this essay, we will respond to Zusak’s The Book Thief – centering our writing around questions of how, in the novel, writing and reading interrelate to one another in the lives of the characters and in the novelistic situation. You will also study your own writing process as you compose this essay, by documenting how your time is spent in a Writing Log. Due Date: Jan. 25
· Personal Narrative (20% of final grade)

We will write “In-the-moment” narratives focusing in detail on one intense episode of our life and the meaning of that episode.  Full Draft Due: Feb. 17; Final (for now) Draft Due: Feb. 24
· Research-Based Argument (20% of final grade)
We will write research-based arguments that confront a) a real-world problem that can be addressed or solved through written argument and b) a real-world audience that can be persuaded by an argument about this problem. You will choose the most appropriate genre and medium for this argument, given your problem and audience. Full Draft Due: March 24; Final (for now) Draft Due: March 31
· Final Project (25% of final grade)

The course will culminate in a digital portfolio project that expresses your development as a writer and teacher of writing. For the portfolio, you will design a digital space to showcase your work as a writer, student of writing, and developing teacher of writing. You will create a framing introduction and you will select pieces to include with contextualizing commentary. Keep in mind throughout the course that you will revise one selected pieces of writing developed in the course and remix a second piece developed in the course. For the final exam (worth 20% of your portfolio grade and 5% of the overall course grade), you will present your portfolio to your colleagues. Full Draft Due: April 28; Final Draft Due at the Scheduled Final Exam: Thursday, May 5, 12:45-2:45 p.m.
Course Texts

Textbooks 

· Dornan, Reade, Rosen, Lois, and Wilson, Marilyn. In and Beyond The Writing Process. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2002. Print.  (WBWP) (Note: Because it is expensive, be sure to by this book used, if necessary on amazon.com)
· Graff, Gerald and Birkenstein, Cathy. They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. New York: Norton, 2010. Print.
Tradebooks and Other Course Texts
· Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird.  New York: Pantheon, 1993. Print.
· Zusak, Markus. The Book Thief. New York: Knopf, 2006. Print.
· Course Reader (on ANGEL)

Recommended Texts (We will read excerpts from many of these texts)
· Lindemann, Erica. A Rhetoric for Writing Teachers. 4th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001. Print.
· Lopate, Philip. (1995). Introduction. In The Art of the Personal Essay: An Anthology from the Classical Era to the Present (pp. xxiii-liv). New York: Anchor. Print.
· Lunsford, Andrea. The New St. Martin’s Handbook, ed. 6e. Boston: Bedford St. Martins, 2010. Print. (or older edition)  

· Murray, Donald. Write to Learn. Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace, 1998. Print. (or more recent edition)
University Policies
Academic Honesty: Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that “the student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards.” In addition, the College of Arts and Letters adheres to the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations, 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades, and in the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades, which are included in Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide. Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty may receive a 0.0 on the assignment or in the course. For additional information, see the MSU’s ombudsperson’s website: 
http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/plagiarism.html. 
Drops and Adds:  The last day to add this course is the end of the first week of classes. 

Accommodations for Disabilities: Please come and talk to me—I want to accommodate you. Students with disabilities should also contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations. For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 or 355-1293 (TTY). 

Observing a Major Religious Holiday: You may make up course work missed to observe a major religious holiday only if you make arrangements in advance with the instructor.

Services and Resources

MSU College of Education Office of Writing Assistance: 432-0425. 513-F Erickson Hall. Email: campbell@msu.edu. This office supports students in the College of Education in improving their writing.  
MSU Writing Center: http://writing.msu.edu  432-3610. 300 Bessey Hall.  The primary writing resource on campus.

Counseling Center: MSU has an Office of Student Affairs and Services, with a Counseling Center, for which the phone number is 517-355-8270. The Center is at 207 Student Services Building.
MSU Learning Resource Center: http://www.msu.edu/user/lrc/ 202 Bessey Hall. Offers individualized assistance to help students develop successful learning strategies and study habits.
“What Schlegel says of philosophy is true for writing: you can only become a writer, you can never be one; no sooner are you, then you are no longer, a writer” – Maurice Blanchot





More than three absences from this course will result in a failing grade.








